
 

Corn/Soy Expo has more nationally recognized speakers than ever! 
From Mark Pearson and Barry 
Flinchbaugh, to Fred Below, Greg 
Soulje, Jolene Brown, John 
Gnadke, Bruce Vincent and  Andy 
Shissler, this meeting is packed 

with exceptional speakers presenting top-notch education sessions. 
Thereõs also time for networking with peers at the industry trade 
show and family activities. Use the enclosed registration form or go 
online to www.CornSoyExpo.org to sign up and avoid late fees. 
 

Another excellent state corn harvest makes history. While average 
yields dropped slightly from our record 163 bu/acre 2010 harvest, 
state growers still put up a larger overall corn crop -  estimated at 
nearly 525 million bushels - setting a new record due to increased  
acreage. High yields are also evident in our own WCGA corn yield  
contest, which topped 300 bu/acre. Read contest details inside. 
 

While Wisconsin corn growers wrapped up corn harvest this fall,  
federal regulators haggled over a range of regulations that would 
directly affect farmingõs bottom line. Thanks to diligence by NCGA 
D.C. staffers, we didnõt lose as much as some suggested with farm 
bill legislation, federal crop insurance, NRCS & conservation pro-
grams, marketing and trade legislation. Your WCGA membership 
pays by helping preserve your farmõs bottom line while also offering 
discounts on great programs such as Corn/Soy Expo and NASCAR. 
 

Wisconsin Corn Grower leaders are busy folk. In addition to running 
their own diversified operations, and helping direct our local corn 
boards, many serve in state and national capacities. Cal Dalton is 
active with Farm Bureau and serves on NCGAõs Ethanol Committee; 
Mark Schroeder helps lead the Columbia County Corn Growers; Jim 
Zimmerman serves as Vice Chair of NCGAõs Trade Policy & Biotech-
nology team, Bill Hoffman sits on USDAõs Agricultural Technical Advi-
sory Committee for Trade in Grains, Feed and Oilseeds and both Jason Henschler and Tom Novak sit on Wiscon-
sinõs Fertilizer Research Council. Their time and service to corn grower activities is greatly appreciated. 
 

Regional WCGA corn meetings are scheduled for mid-January at three  state locations. Coordinated by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Extension, these meetings are being held jointly with the state soybean program as follows: 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, Doxbeeõs Banquet Hall, Seymour; Wednesday, Jan. 18, Stout Ale House, Menomonie; Thurs-
day, Jan. 19, Bridges Banquet Center, Darlington. All three meetings run from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and in-
clude crop and price updates plus presentations by local county agents. Register for Seymour by calling 920-832
-5121; Menomonie call 715-232-1636; Darlington call 608-723-2125. 
 

Attend the joint annual meeting of Wisconsin Corn Growers Association & Wisconsin Corn Promotion Board, Thursday, 
Feb. 2, 12:30 p.m., at the Kalahari Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells. These meetings, which take place during the 
annual Corn/Soy Expo are free and all state corn growers are encouraged to attend. I look forward to seeing you! 

Email: info@wicornpro.org                 Phone: 262-495-2232             On the web: www.wicorn.org 

January 2012  

 

WCGA President Brian Long shakes hands 

with president of the Taiwan Feed Asso-

ciation after signing the first ever letter of 

intent to purchase Wisconsin corn and 

distillers grains. The deal calls for the 

country to buy 303 million to 413 million 

bushels of corn from six U.S. states includ-

ing Wisconsin over the next two years, 

plus up to 750,000 bushels of DDGS 

worth an estimated $2.5 billion to $3.4 

billion. Taiwan was a large export market 

for our corn last year, mostly to feed  

Taiwan's dairy cattle. 



 
 

A corn yield of 302 bushel per acre topped this fallõs WCGA State Corn Yield Contest, which for the first 

time offered members a chance to compete on a statewide basis. This high-yield mark was set by Eugene 
Steiger of Bloomington, in Grant County, who along with his wife Betty topped two categories of last sea-
sonõs NCGA yield contest with yields just shy of the 300 bushel mark. 
 

The WCGA State Yield contest offered cash prizes to growers of first, second and third highest reported 

yields in three active county corn grower organizations and in a fourth, statewide category. 
 

The second highest overall contest yield of 267 bushels per acre came from Colombia County Corn Grower 
Joe Berger of Cambria, winner of the Columbia County contest; followed by Dennis Pinch of Rosendale, 

with just over 263 bushels per acre from the Dodge/Fond du Lac County corn grower group. All three top 
yielders won $500 cash prizes from WCGA. A first place 
award for JAM (Juneau/Adams/Marquette) county organi-

zation was Zeb Zuehls of Montello with 235 bu/acre. 
 

Second place, $250 awards went to: David Arndt of Janes-

ville, 257 bu/acre, in the statewide contest; Charles Hammer 

of Beaver Dam, 250 bu/acre, in the Dodge/Fond du Lac 
County Group; Tom  Manke of Arlington, 247 bu/acre in 
the Columbia County Corn Growers Group and Scott Parr, 

Grand Marsh with 232 bu/acre of JAM. 
 

Third prizes of $100 each went to: Ed Montsma of Fond du 
Lac with 248 bu/acre; Scott Grove of Columbus with 246 

bu/acre; Adam Flyte of Coloma with 226 bu/acre, and; 
Joanne Dalton, Pardeeville, with 226 bu/acre. 
 

All other participating corn growers received $50 Kwik Trip 
gift cards simply for entering the contest. 

WCGA 2011 Board of Directors 
 

Executive Committee 

Brian Long, Weyauwega, President 

Jim Kruger, Westfield, Vice-President 

Jason Henschler, Beloit, Sec/Treas 
 

Directors  

Ben Augustine, Sheldon 

Steve Duwe, Johnson Creek 

Casey Kelleher, Whitewater 

Corey Leis, Cashton 

Crystal Romanowski, Stanley 

Mark Schroeder, DeForest 
 

Affiliate Directors  

Charlie Hampton, Syngenta 

Joe Lauer, UW Extension 

Aaron Prestemon, Pioneer Seed 
 

Executive Director 

Bob Oleson, Palmyra 

In the News  State Yield Contest Winner Hits 300 Bushel Mark  

This group of Chinese dairy specialists were impressed with the 
golden Dried Distillersõ Grains (DDGS) feed they found at Did-
ion Millingõs ethanol plant this fall. The group was in the state 

with  a U.S. Grains Council (USGC) trip that centered around 
feeding seminars during World Dairy Expo. The Wisconsin 

Corn Program Board provides funding for USGC to help build 
overseas demand for corn and corn products such as DDGS. 

 

UW Extension Seeks Farmer Help 
 

How are Wisconsin farmers dealing with 

changing weather patterns?  
 

UW -Madison Agronomy Professor Joe 
Lauer and Extension Educator Richard 

Wolkowski are looking for answers and 

need farmers willing to share their tillage, 
cropping practices, water and nutrient  

management techniques.  
 

Participating farmers will benefit from re-
search updates, networking with other pro-

ducers and discussions on how weather pat-

terns influence farm practices. Theyõll also 
receive an honorarium but are asked to  

commit to this project long-term and take 

part in an initial 3-hour interview.  
 

To participate email Richard Wolkowski, 

Extension Educator, rpwolkow@wisc.edu  

or phone him at 608-963-4187. 



 

 

Corn is the star of a new episode of the 

Wisconsin kids TV series Into the Outdoors 

and  Columbia County Corn Grower Bill 

Hoffman is featured on the show. Hoffman 

discusses the different types of corn and 

uses for the corn he grows while explaining 

how family farms have grown and changed 

over the last 20 years.  
 

Another portion of this show features infor-

mation on ethanol and was filmed at Did-

ion Millingõs Columbia Co., ethanol plant. 
 

This episode is set to air the week of Jan. 

21, and is posted on our Wisconsin Corn 

YouTube Channel. Check the web site 

www.intotheoutdoors.org for station infor-

mation and broadcast times. 

  Corn Stars in Kids TV Series 

 Export Demand from Asia Looks Bright  
 

Tell your children to stay in agriculture because demand for 

U.S. farm products will continue.  That is the overriding  
message Wisconsin corn growers brought back from a U.S. 

Grains Council Corn Mission to Asia last month. 
 

The mission team, which included Randy Woodruff, Chip-

pewa Falls and Nancy Kavazanjian, Beaver Dam, visited 
Japan, Korea, China and Vietnam to meet with feed buyers, 

mill operators, government officials and local farmers.  
 

òWhat we learned over there is that there is a big demand 

for U.S. corn and itõs not going away. Itõs going to expand 
over the years,ó says Woodruff.  
 

Japan is the largest overseas customer for U.S. corn, buying 

nearly 14.4 million metric tons (566 million bushels which is 

more than Wisconsinõs annual corn production) in 2011. 
China is our fasting growing export market and is expected 

to be our second largest export market. Vietnam is an emerg-

ing market for corn and distillers grain and an example of 
growth occurring across southeast Asia. 
 

In Japan the team toured one of eight ports undergoing ex-

pansion that will accommodate new, larger ôpost-Panamaxõ 

ships. These ships will be able to navigate the wider and 
deeper Panama Canal channel currently under construction. 
 

In Vietnam, the group met with a major grain buyer who 

imports container loads of distillers grains and soybeans 
from the Delong Company in Clinton, Wis., for use in local 

feed rations. They also toured a large, private hog farm and 

saw first-hand the successful expansion of meat production. 
 

The U.S. Grains Council is a private, non-profit organization 
dedicated to building demand for U.S. corn and other products. 

Wisconsin corn growers help support the USCG with corn check-

off funds. Photos are online at www.flickr.com/photos/USGC . 

New Trade Pact Being Evaluated 
 

Asian countries are major U.S. trading partners and 

a new agreement, dubbed the Trans Pacific Part-

nership (TPP), could significantly impact our agricul-

tural exports to the region.  
 

TPP is meant to liberalize trade across all economic 

sectors. However, farmers, millers and feed buyers 

in Japan voiced their concern about TPP during the 

recent USGC Corn Mission (see story at left).  
 

òThe Japanese are worried about protecting their 

own farming sector, especially their livestock and 

rice farmers,ó relates Kavazanjian. òThey told us 

TPP could reduce their corn imports and said even 

though it might increase meat imports, these im-

ports were more likely to come from Australia than 

from U.S. sources due to freight costs.ó 
 

WCGA will be following and evaluating the overall 

impacts of TPP before taking a  

position on the Pact. 

Randy Woodruff, 

WCPB director, 

Chippewa Falls, 

traveled to Japan, 

China, Korea and 

Vietnam for meet-

ings with corn and 

DDGS customers. 


